CHAFFER 5
The Sins of the Fathers
Influencing Germ (Jells, ff through the germ cells the
stream of heredity is kept intact; if, as some say, these cells
are uninfluenced and unchanged by their surroundings, once
they have been stored away in their special corner biding the
time when they are to function; if they are unaffected by body
conditions in the individual carrying thorn, how, then, can it be
said thai "tin1 fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's
teeth are set on edge"? Can what the father eats or does in
any way affect the germ cells in his body or a child coming from
one of these cells:1 That is the question. Or can a man with a
gotm! heritage stored in his germ cells cause, by his own living,
any deterioration of this heritage, so that his offspring may get
less of value in what he passes on to them than he got in the
physical legacy he received from his father ?
If germ cells art* entirely unaffected by what happens to the
individual after these germ cells were formed and set aside, how
can there benny race* degeneracy, or what possibility is there for
race betterment? Quick comes the answer—by proper selec-
tion when it comes to marriage, by discouraging the propaga-
tion of the deficient and the unlit; in other words, by eugenics
and birth control. True, this is one way, and an important one,
no doubt; and let the birth control enthusiasts preach their gos-
pel and ply their methods, seeing to it that they stress quite as
much the having of large families by the fit, as they discourage
small ones 01: none by those unfit,
Hut again we come back to our question* Does the life of a
person, no matter with what his germ cells began, detract in
any way from that which any one of these germ cells may be
able to pass on to a child developing from it? Or we may ask,
Do the life and habits of individuals have any effect upon the
generation springing from them, or is the heritage of the genera-
tion of to-morrow influenced at all by the lives of the generation
living to-day? Does my life affect in any degree the heredity of
the child to be born from me? Or is variation all clue to mate
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